
   April 28, 2009 Meeting of the Communications Sub-Committee of the 


Citizens Advisory Committee on Commission Structure


                                           6:30  to 8:00 p.m.


             Pickens County Administration Building, Commissioners Meeting Room

Present:  Kat Alikhan, Bill Bates, Terence Green, Don Yuszkiewicz, Vida Andersen,

Phil Anderson, and Angela Reinhart (Pickens Progress)

NOTES from the meeting.  Please read, add content, and suggest revisions.


Mission Statement:  

The mission of the Communications Sub-Committee is to:



--facilitate the provision of background information to citizens of 

Pickens County on various county government structures and the pros and 
cons of each; 



--obtain public input to assist the Citizens Advisory Committee on 
Commission Structure (CAC) in preparing a referendum on a multi-
member board of commissioners; and


 --to inform Pickens Countians of the content of the referendum to be 
voted on.  


These activities will be carried out within the timetable set by the 
CAC.

Discussion:  How the mission is to be carried out.


1)  A press release and photograph from first CAC meeting was sent


to Pickens Progress and Smoke Signals. (Alikhan)


2)  CAC subcommittee meeting schedule will be publicized by Marcia 
Garrett of the Pickens County Government staff and through the use of 
other websites, including the Pickens County Government website 
www.pickenscountyga.gov (Deborah Watson), www.knowpickens.com, (Mari 
Livesey) and perhaps through hyperlinks at other websites, such as the 
Pickens Progress website.  Political party and other websites may be used 
(Green, Yuszkiewicz made suggestions.)


3)  Presentations will be offered to civic and service organizations (Rotary,


Lions Club, Optimists), at fire stations at their monthly meetings (Bill Bates), 
and to other organizations where appropriate.  

4)  The Sub-Committee will work closely with the Pickens Progress on a


series of articles, including a q & a interview with the CAC chairman, to get 
information to the community.


5)  The Sub-Committee will work with the Chamber of Commerce and the


Pickens County Public Library to publicize the activities of the CAC.  Con-

tact will be made with ETC Cable (Andersen) and the local radio station.


6) Funds will be needed for program aids. (Andersen) Phil Anderson said


that staff at the Carl Vinson Institute had excellent information, but comes


at a price.  Visual aids may be needed for community meetings.  A suggestion

was made to contact political parties for funds.  A decision will be made at


a later meeting.


7)  Community discussion meeting sites will be arranged during the month


of July to solicit public opinion on the pros and cons of various 
multi-
commissioner forms of government.   The group decided to have one in the 
western part of the county at the Jerusalem Communty
Center (Terence 
Green) and two at a site such as Appalachian Technical College( Alikhan).


Phil Anderson suggested that the subcommittee have these sites reserved


by the June 1 CAC meeting.


8)  The Communications Sub-Committee will arrange similar meeting


sites to present the initial draft of a referendum for discussion and comment


in October, 2009 and to explain the final referendum to be voted on in the

fall of 2010.

